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HOUSEKEEPING

Make an appointment with your counselor – in-person, 
virtual or over the phone, just do it.

Transcripts – Uploaded to Naviance by 9/28.

Financial Aid Night – Virtual Presentation by GCC in 
Oct., more details to come.

FAFSA becomes available on 10/1

Schoology Announcements



BIG DECISIONS

The process can be stressful, BUT you get to 
decide where you’ll spend the next 2-4 yrs.

Don’t let it overwhelm you; consistent small 
steps will get you to the finish line.

If you’re attending this session, you might 
feel a little behind.  That’s ok.  Exhale.  And 
start working.  You can do it!

Set up a weekly/biweekly* meeting with 
your parent(s).  Jam all the college talk into 
that sesh so it’s not constantly looming over 
all of you.

*That means every other week.



PERSPECTIVE

46
Total schools accept less than 20% of 

applicants.  (Out of ~2500)

Harvard, Yale, and the 
like, while swell, take up 
WAY too much oxygen.  

Most schools accept over 
half of those who apply.

Colleges need students; 
there’s a home for 
everyone.



MATCHMAKING

College often gets 
romanticized.  Students 
sometimes think there’s one 
perfect match, when in truth, 
there could be several. 

Think about these three types 
of “fit.” 

One school might be a better 
social fit than financial fit, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s worth it.  
Striking the right balance 
between the “fits” is critical.

Academic Fit – can you see yourself learning 
here?  Is this the type of environment that will 
allow you to maximize your potential?

Social Fit – Are you going to be comfortable 
on campus?  Does it offer what you’re looking 
for?

Financial Fit – Is it a school you and your family 
can afford?  (Many parents might want this at 
the top of the list )



SEARCH
Do you have a list?  If not, you need to get moving.

Use online sites like Naviance, College Board and College Scorecard.  

Consider criteria such as 4-6 year graduation rates as well as freshmen retention.

Gather as much information about schools as you can.  Use this template to take notes.

Meet with admissions representatives for CHS virtually through Naviance.

Talk to people around you about their college search – friends, relatives, teachers.

Look at the school’s course catalog, but know that most of you will change majors.

Have an open and honest conversation with your parents about their expectations.

How many schools should you apply to?

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ATQfI09nHwuOm-RpkHph8PXRmxfTzXV1HAUOCYnQyvE/edit?usp=sharing


VISIT
Easily the best way to learn about a school.

Some schools are allowing in-person visits.  Most require you to book an 
appointment in advance.  You can generally do that on their website.

There are many virtual visit options available – check Naviance.

Utilize the admissions office and tours.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions.

Take notes on your impressions of the school on the ride home; things tend to 
blend together after a few visits, so good notes will help keep everything 
straight.



STANDARDIZED TESTING
It goes without saying that this is a weird year.  Almost all colleges are test optional.  Many 
that are do not take scores into consideration for merit-based scholarships.  BUT you want to 
be sure.  Check with each of your schools if you think you might be the type of student in line 
for merit-based money.  If a school is high on your list and they require a score for either 
admission or merit-based aid then you should consider finding a testing site.

Scores must be sent directly from the testing institution (ACT or College Board).

Almost all colleges will “superscore.”



TIMELINE

Try to apply by Thanksgiving.

You don’t get bonus points by applying 
months before a deadline.

Be sure to have at least one school you 
can: get into, afford, want to go to.

EA just accelerates the process, no real 
downside.

ED is a binding commitment, but it can 
increase your chances of admission.

Be certain about your ED school, 
otherwise…





GUIDES
 Think of us as guides on this process –

we’ve climbed this mountain* before 
and know where some of the pitfalls 
are.

 You still need to climb the mountain*, 
no one can do it for you.

*Important note: climbing a legit mountain is significantly harder than 
applying to college, so don’t get too freaked out, we’re in it for the 
metaphor. 

You Us



…and meet with your counselor soon
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